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The journey of writing this text began 
when I was in a foreign country; I met a 
foreigner, who had visited Bulgaria and 
showed me what impressed him the 
most. It was something I had never seen 
before. The monument of Buzludzha 
was, as commonly said in Bulgarian, a 
modern palace in the middle of nowhere. 
Its function was to represent the power 
of the Communist Party, the construc-
tion of a decade, a site truly planned to 
last. Its life, however, did not even reach 
manhood as it was desolated only ten 
years after it opened its doors in 1981.

For a while I was frustrated for being un-
familiar with one of the greatest architec-
tural achievements realised in my own 
country, despite considering myself an 
ambitious aspiring architect. When my 
emotions settled down, room for curiosity 
opened up. Why did I not know about Bu-
zludzha? Why did I know so little about this 
political episode of the development of 
my country? Trying to find out more about 
the monument, I hit many dead ends. 
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Most of the documents on this piece of architecture 
were destroyed, which made it even more excit-
ing for me. At a certain point I managed to find the 
phone number of the architect, the 92-year-old at 
the time, Georgi Stoilov. The phone call I had with 
him inspired me further and set me on the path to 
revealing interesting facts about this structure.

Buzludzha is a symbol of power, anger, shame, ne-
glect, but also grace, emotion, and sublimity. It is 
provocative because it represented an ideology con-
troversial to that of modern Bulgaria. Different gener-
ations look at Communism differently – some were 
born and spent most of their lives in its heyday, some 
experienced the drastic shift to Democracy, and the 
youngest, born after it, know little to nothing about it.

The following text presents a mix of theories, ob-
servations, facts, interpretations, speculations, il-
lustrations and conclusions on the political and so-
cial aspects throughout the whole existence of the 
monument. Since I am an aspiring architect, not a 
writer or a philosopher, I have allowed myself to be 
messy and emotional at points. The text is ordered to 
be perceived rather as an experience, and perhaps 
would be easier perceived by architects and artists.

BUZLUDZHA



S
TA

G
E

 1
 &

 S
TA

G
E

 2

Barcelona Art Gallery



Landscape

Rome Kindergarten Extension 



LI
FE

 D
R

AW
IN

G
S





D
R

AW
IN

G
S





PERSONAL

Name
Birthday
Nationality
Languages

CONTACT

MobileMobile
Email
Skype
Address

SOCIAL

facebook.com/ventvidelov
instagram.com/ventvidelov
linkedin.comlinkedin.com/ventsislav-videlov
behance.net/ventvidelov
pinterest.com/ventvidelov
deviantart.com/ventvidelov
tumblr.com/ventvidelov

PORTFOLIO
ventsislavvidelov.wixsite.com/videlovportfolio

REFERENCESREFERENCES

PROFILE
An adaptable and ambitious architecture student looking for a RIBA Part 1 position at a reputable and 
caring practice. 

WORK
Canterbury Punting Company, River Stour 
March 2015 – Present
Worked on three different positions. Punter/tour guide, book keeper, street trader.
MainlyMainly a seasonal job in the customer service and entertainment sector. Involved physical and mental 
effort simultaneously; strict time management and organisation whilst dealing with bookings; being swift 
and sagacious whilst making offers to potential customers. Attained valuable skills such as working as 
part of a team, being punctual, and having fun while doing work. Often worked long shifts and week ends.

EDUCATION
University of Kent
September 2014 – June 2017
BA(Hons) Architecture Part 1 
BecameBecame more aware of the surrounding urban environment. Started to perceive and engage with space 
in a more profound way. Developed the skills of freehand drawing, technical drawing, digital drawing, 
model making, construction detailing, effective presenting. Explored various architectural project 
typologies, whilst gradually increasing scale – temporary shelters, beach huts, art gallery, landscape 
design, conservation design, urban design. I became involved in social activities and sports - academic 
peer mentoring and badminton 1st team men’s captain.

Università degli Studi di Roma "Tor Vergata"
February 2016 – July 2016February 2016 – July 2016
ERASMUS Term Abroad
Was immersed in a completely new environment. Became quickly adaptable. Learned how to develop a 
project in a group. Had a chance to develop architectural schemes alongside with engineering students. 
Adopted Italian culture and learned the language up to an intermediate working level.

SKILLS AND AWARDS
Software

INTERESTS

Driving - European driving licence: Category B
First aid - European First Aid Certificate: Bulgarian Red Cross
Medway Charrette - Team NEXUS: 2nd Place
BUCS Cup and League - University Men’s 1st Badminton Team

SketchUp AutoCAD PhotoShop 3ds MaxMicrosoft Office InDesign C++ coding

Badminton Art Photography Travel Ski Coffee Cooking Dog Gym Outdoor

VENTSISLAV VIDELOV

Ventsislav Videlov
9 September 1995
Bulgarian
Bulgarian, English, Italian

+44 7930 169 281
vv51@kent.ac.uk
ventvidelov
CT2 8EZ

Jef Smith
J.J.Smith@kent.ac.uk

C
V


